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consciousness of this world, and often falls down senseless."n7
Hujwiri quotes traditions and the opinion of early Sufis to show
that audition is lawful, and fulfils a necessary function, and
although footplay (pay bazi) was bad in law and reason, the
ecstatic condition '* when the heart throbs with exhilaration and
rapture becomes intense and the agitation of ecstasy is mani-
fested and conventional forms are gone, that agitation is neither
dancing nor footplay nor bodily indulgence but a dissolution of
the soul/'98 Jalal-ud-Dm Rumi laid great emphasis upon music-
and dance, so much so that his order, the Maulavts, has become
known as the * dancing Derwishes/99 Both the Chishti and
Suhrawardi orders included them as essential features of their
dhifo. Of Shaikh Badr-ud-Dm (a saint settled in India in the
thirteenth century) it is related that '* in his old age when he was
unable to move, the sound of a hymn would excite him to
ecstasy and he would dance like a youth. When asked how
it was that the Shaikh could dance notwithstanding his decrepi-
tude, he replied, * where is the Shaikh? It is Love that
dances/ "iut

Sufism indeed was a religion of intense devotion, love was
its passion ; poetry, song and dance its worship ; and passing
away in God its ideal.
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